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Subject: 924th MONTHLY BULLETIN..September 2017
From: "Ed Copher" <ecopher@satx.rr.com>
Date: 9/3/2017 3:36 PM
To: "Ed Copher" <ecopher@satx.rr.com>

I am an American Airman: Wingman, Leader, and Warrior.
I will never leave an Airman behind, I will never falter, and I will not fail.
924 Tradition
An old 924th tradition is that friends who have not seen or heard from each other for long periods of
time never question their friendship. These friendships resume at the same time they left off regardless
of distance and time between them. We call these friends "Family".

Once an Outlaw, Always an Outlaw

OUTLAW MONTHLY BULLETIN
ALSO ON 924 WEBSITE

Distance and time may separate us
but friendship and memories won't
Dedicated to those who have invested their lives to the cause of Freedom in America! God Bless our Men and Women who
are (or Have) in any way or manner served to protect our Great Nation and the freedom we have. And God Bless the

United States of America
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2017
14th Year Edition
Established March 2002
VOL 1 Issue 183

Ed Copher, Editor, “924 Keeper of the Flame”

924th Air Force Reserve
The Unit That Refuses to Disband
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924 Photo Albums (Sets)
38 Albums….2115 Photos
Click here: http://www.flickr.com/photos/924outlaws/sets/
Click on each photo to enlarge

Newest Album:

“20 Year Reunion”
200 Photos

View counts as of 03 September, since July 2007
Photos

393,300 views
Photo stream

16,358 views
Albums

18,589 views

Total
428,247 views
www.Flickr.com charges $24.95 per year to keep the OUTLAW Photo Albums on their website.

**Paid the one year fee on 15 Nov 2016**

OUTLAW WEB SITE:
www.924tfg.com

(password: Outlaws)…O is capital
19,305 Visitors since Jan 09

History, Latest Info, Photos, In Memoriam, Miscellaneous, Newsletters, Links, Recall Roster
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***Total cost for the Website is $173.97 per year
NOTE: Just paid GoDaddy for two years $239.00
(They went up on the price $55 more for 2 years. The last 2 years was $183.95)

$239.00 to renew GoDaddy website hosting (paid for 2 years on 26 July 2017)
$80.00 to renew Domain Name (va163.org) (paid for 2 years on 07 Mar 2016)
$30.00 to renew Domain Provider (paid for 2 years on 27 Mar 2016)
$10.00 to renew Domain Protector (paid for 2 years on 27 Mar 2016)
$25.00 to Saints Photo Site, Flicker.com: $25 per year (paid 15 Nov 2016)
924 Website and Photos site FEES:
Jim Houston, Palm Coast FL, is the 924 webmaster, designed the website, and does all the updates etc.
Website Hosting: Provided by GoDaddy at a cost of $239 for two years (Paid up until 10 Sept 19)
Domain Name: Provided by Internet Domain Name Services) www.idns.ae an annual charge for keeping the
www.924tfg.com is $40 p/yr, paid for 2 years (Paid up until 15 Mar 2018)
Domain Provider: Provided by Active Domain $15 p/year, paid for 2 years (Paid up until 31 Mar 18)
Domain Protector: Provided by Domain Admin, C/O ID#10760 $5 p/year, paid for 2 years (Paid up until 31
Mar 2018)
Photos Site: 924 Photos on the Flicker site is $25 p/yr (Due 15 Nov of each year)

924 FLOWER FUND
The purpose is to send a nice flower arrangement to all 924th funerals. Each arrangement cost over $100. The
ribbon will read; “924th BAFB”. A flower arrangement has been sent to the last 46 funerals.
Jim Chapman is the POC for collecting funds and sending the flowers. jchapman90@austin.rr.com
Send donations to: Make out check to Jim Chapman
Jim Chapman
145 Oak Ridge Dr.
Cedar Creek, TX 78612
***NOTE: No donations needed at this time, due to receiving money from reunion left over monies.
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924 Quarterly Luncheons:
Madelle Sherry has volunteered to organize the luncheons.

The luncheon will be on Wednesday 11 October 2017
Golden Corral located at 12509 N Lamar Blvd. in Austin
From 12:00pm - 1:30pm.
Hope to see you there.
Thank you,
Madelle vmsherry@att.net

Ed Dobrzyn in accident: 02 Sept 2017
Submitted by his girlfriend, Chelly
Assigned to 924 Jet Engine Shop, was in a bad car accident:
He was in a car accident. Unsure of what happened right now. Broken bones, hip surgery today, will have surgery
on arm and other leg tomorrow. Concussion (head CT was ok).
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924 Hurricane Harvey Flood victims:
Dan Viteritto, Rockport, minor damage
Tom & Judy Garcia, ok and looks like their property ok.
Ken Russo, near Port Arthur, major flood damage to house
Nurse Judy Wilson- Smith, Dickenson, major flood damage to house
Bruce Hultquist, Angleton, flood damage to house
Butch Weeks, Sargent, ok and looks like their property ok.
Mike Stewart, Port Lavaca, no report
Tommy Williamson, Port O’Conner, ok and minor damage
George Adlerz, Dickenson, major flood damage to house, both cars, and motorcycles
Gerald Thibodaux, Galveston, no damage
Jerry Trammel, Galveston, no report
Bob & Sandra Town, Nederland, near Port Arthur, no report
Art Owens, Aransas Pass; 03 September
From Art: hello to all. Kay and I are doing okay. We initially bugged out to San Antonio during the mandatory
evacuation and came back on Monday. House is relatively good, just a few shingles gone, the privacy fence down, the
lawn shed looks like it exploded and the electrical weather head damaged from a couple of uprooted trees in the back
yard. No electricity, water or internet services which is why no updates. A ton of brush removal in store as the city is
busy trying to restore services. A slow go to be sure as the date of expected restoration is 08 Sep. The community and volunteers
from just about everywhere in the county have converged to help lessen the impact and hasten getting some normalcy restored.
My heart goes out to them all. God bless them every one. Will try to post pics when I can, but I am at a Sam's Club WIFI Charging
Station in Corpus Christi right now and don't know how soon when internet service will be restored in Aransas Pass.

George Adlerz info, 01 September
His home, his daughter's, and his brother's homes were all flooded in Dickenson, with up to 4 feet of water. We
worked with other volunteers from Church and friends to empty his Daughter's today and part of his home.
Tomorrow back to his home and then across the street to brothers.
George lost both vehicles and his two motorcycles.
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George Adlerz house 31 Sept, Dickenson

Bruce Hultquist house: 1 Sept, Angleton

Judy Wilson-Smith house, Dickenson

Ken Russo house: 01 Sept, Near Port Arthur

Curtis Simmons G-daughter is the County Fair Queen in LaGrange:
Even thou LaGrange had major flooding, the Fair goes on!
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Air Force One Landing at Bergstrom, parked on 924 ramp: 31 Aug 2017
https://www.facebook.com/abia/videos/1507249855991514/

Wilford Hall Hospital at Lackland:
I hate to see it go. We have all received medical care at 'Big Willie' at one time or another. I wish they could find
another use of the now empty building rather than seeing it being imploded. Really a sad end. Good bye Willie.
Thank you, we'll really miss you!

At ‘Big Willie,’ all that’s left are the ghosts
The Air Force says farewell to Wilford Hall Medical Center, its famed flagship hospital. It's closing nearly 60 years after it was dedicated, and is being
replaced by a smaller, more efficient, ambulatory surgical center.

Outlaw F-4D 66-8768 at Bastrop American Legion:
Bastrop Newspaper Article about 8768: https://www.facebook.com/groups/175270462542104/permalink
/1369646849771120/
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When one travels this great country the unexpected can be expected to be found almost anywhere- around the corner or
roadside. Many of the Veteran of Foreign Wars (VFW) and American Legion posts around the country display military hardware to be
appreciated by anyone who is compelled to stop and take a gander. One such American Legion post is Post 533 in Bastrop, Texas.
Located along Highway 21 just outside of town, adjacent to highway 150 and Bastrop State Park, Post 533 has an M115 8 inch howitzer
sitting out in front. That monster could throw a 200 pound shell almost ten and a half miles. Impressive enough, but that wasn’t why I
stopped.

F-4D 66-8768 out in front of American Legion Post 533 in Bastrop Texas
Also outside the post is McDonnell Douglas F-4D-31-MC Phantom II 66-8768 (CN 2620). The jet’s paint is faded and it has seen better
days, but it’s identified as a Phabulous Phantom easily enough. This particular F-4 was a gate guard at the former Bergstrom Air Force
Base (AFB) near Austin in Texas, where it last served with the 704 th Tactical Fighter Squadron Outlaws of the 924 th Tactical Fighter
Group (TFG). The jet actually belongs to the National Museum of the United States Air Force and is on loan to Post 533.

Another Outlaws F-4D showing off the striking camouflage scheme worn to Gunsmoke competitions in the mid to late 1980s. Official
US Air Force Photo

11/3/2017 1:36 PM

924th MONTHLY BULLETIN..September 2017

66-8768 was built at the McDonnell Douglas plant in St. Louis Missouri in 1966. The jet was first assigned to the 25 th TFS Assam
Dragons of the famed 8 th Tactical Fighter Wing (TFW) Wolf Pack. >From there the jet was flown by the 492 nd TFS Blue Bolars of the
48 th TFW Statue of Liberty Wing. Between 1976 and 1979 the 23 rd TFS Fighting Hawks of the 52 nd TFW had 66-8768 on charge.
Then 66-8768 was flown by the 307 th TFS Stingers of the 401 st TFW. Up to this point after return from Vietnam the jet had been flown
primarily in Europe. When the Outlaws began flying 66-8768 they rotated to Korea several times and attended Gunsmoke competitions
at Nellis AFB in Nevada. The paint scheme last worn by the Phantom was applied for the 1987 version of Gunsmoke, where it was a
huge hit at the meet.

66-8768 landing in Korea for Team Spirit 1985. Note the Texas colors on the baggage pod. Official US Air Force Photograph.
When the Outlaws jets were switched from F-4Ds to slightly younger F-4E models in 1989, 66-8768 became a candidate for gate guard
duty. Many of the 704 th TFS F-4Ds were transferred to South Korea. Host to several Phantom-phlying fighter and reconnaissance
squadrons at one point, the AFB portion of Bergstrom closed down in 1993 leaving the fourth busiest commercial airport in Texas to
enjoy only hum-drum airliner flights. 66-8768 sat outside a gate at Bergstrom for roughly six years until 1996. It was then that she was
partially disassembled and trucked about 31 miles to her present location. The jet shows no signs of vandalism due at least in part to the
stout fence that completely surrounds it. She needs some fresh paint and a cover to protect her from the relentless Texas sun and heat
wouldn’t hurt either. But she’s all Phantom and still beautiful in a difficult to define way.

OUTLAW Newsletters in Archives: To view the last 12 months newsletters
Newsletters: To view the last 12 months newsletters
Go to www.yahoo.com (click on the link in blue)
On the Yahoo home page, select Sign-In (top right side)
Type in Yahoo ID: afreserves924th@yahoo.com
Type in Password: Outlaws4ever capital O
After Signed In, back on the Yahoo home page, select MAIL (left side bar)
When you get into the mail box, select Inbox (on left side bar)
Select the newsletter that you want to view.
To get out of Mail, under the top toolbar, find Yahoo! click on that to get back to the Yahoo home page.
NOTE: The newsletter is being sent as an “Attachment” to the email.
To open the attachment, click on the large blue square box with 4 lines in the middle.
ALSO: When you get to the Yahoo Home Page, if you are already signed in to a different yahoo account.
10 of 13
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Then you must sign out of that account, and then sign in to: afreserves924th@yahoo.com outlaws
“ALSO”

Newsletters are on 924 Website: Past month’s newsletters
Go to 924 Website, click on Newsletters, password (Outlaws)

O is capital

****Websites of Interest****
Boot Camp “Into the Wild Blue Yonder”
http://www.cnet.com/pictures/into-the-wild-blue-yonder-u-s-air-force-basic-training-pictures/?ftag=ACQ63afa6d

FACEBOOK PAGES:
AF Reserve Page:
https://www.facebook.com/airforcereserve
United States Air Force Veterans Page:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/USAFVeterans/
You Know You Are an Air Force Mechanic when…
https://www.facebook.com/groups/109677762396385/
US Air Force CrewChiefs:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/USAFCrewChiefs/
Randolph AFB weekly “Wingspread”:
https://www.facebook.com/JBSARandolph
The day Phantoms departed Texas for the final time:
http://www.avgeekery.com/fbf-the-day-phantoms-departed-texas-for-the-final-time-miss-them-yet/

C-17 Elephant Walk: Awesome
https://www.facebook.com/MilitaryVideos/videos/836640386495905/
Vietnam War Song:
https://www.facebook.com/TheWarriorConnection/videos/721229604627086/
446 Annual Reunion Luncheon in Houston: 11 photos, Jan 2017
https://nis.nikonimagespace.com/html/guest
/en/index.html?g=tMFV_0qE2wJKR3bQI3KzGmZOHiNZwe9f9sbAYE61TW_7IHiIe6YEFngxNLcdgQ1N_QJDABXOdj9awYAQH5d2g#grid

Videos and Photos from 20 Year Reunion : 23-24 Sept 2016
1. Friday Night Video of event that was held at Camp Mabry: 4:40 min video
https://m.facebook.com/groups/175270462542104?view=permalink&id=1054743661261442
2. Saturday Video at the Reunion: 18:27 min Video
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/175270462542104/
3. Photos: 200 pictures
http://www.flickr.com/photos/924outlaws/sets/
Neat 1960-70’s video of Austin: Can you remember these places?????
http://www.onlyinyourstate.com/texas/austin/1960s-video-austin/
Davis-Monthan AFB Tucson - BONE YARD 360 DEGREE PANORAMIC
Its mind boggling how many planes are here. And to think of the cost of them when new? Notice some of them
are missing parts, nose, wings etc.
You can zoom, tilt , enlarge and scan the image to see every corner of it.
https://www.aerialsphere.com/spheres/arizona/tucson/boneyard/1/
This is a most interesting place. They all flew in, so at one time they were all obviously airworthy. Many are
being cannibalized to supply parts to our air force as well as foreign countries. It is said to be the only government
agency that actually makes money. Could be. Anyway, it's an unimaginable collection. Also right across the
freeway there is another notable air museum called PIMA. It too is a worthwhile stop. Unbelievable! Some
countries don't even have an air force this large and this is our junk yard - more or less.
Randolph AFB weekly news: The Wingspread
https://www.facebook.com/JBSARandolph/posts/10153205932557842:0

and http://ow.ly/Rs4Ns

Great Music Video: Military/Miami Dolphin Cheerleaders
The Miami Dolphin cheerleaders sent the US Troops in Afghanistan a music video and they sent one

back…mimicking them almost to
perfection. SO cool!!! Plus the Soldiers light off a four point deuce mortar as a point of punctuation.
Soldiers win…hands down!!!
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O7zdr-82WAo
Virtual Aircraft Encyclopedia:
http://www.aviastar.org/index2.html
General Dynamics F-16: http://www.aviastar.org/air/usa/general_f-16.php
McDonnell-Douglas F-4 Phantom II: http://www.aviastar.org/air/usa/mcdonnel_phantom.php
Lockheed C-130 Hercules: http://www.aviastar.org/air/usa/lok_hercules.php
RAO BULLETIN Update, 01 Sept 2017
Read the Articles go to the web site at: http://post_119_gulfport_ms.tripod.com/rao1.html
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924 RECALL ROSTER
Known Whereabouts: (647 Names)

Revised 03 Sept 2017
New & Changed Addresses:
See website roster

Complete Roster can be found on the 924th website
www.924tfg.com
(Password: Outlaws)…O is capital
Will email the Roster upon request

Outlaw low level, at range near Corpus Christi
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